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§350.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to pre-
scribe regulations to implement the
Merchant Marine Decorations and Med-
als Act of 1988, 46 App. USC 2001, et seq.,
to authorize the issue of decorations,
medals, and other recognition for serv-
ice in the U.S. merchant marine, and
for other purposes, and to provide for
the replacement of awards previously
issued for service in the United States
Merchant Marine under prior law.

§350.2 Special medals and awards.

The Secretary of Transportation,
acting through the Maritime Adminis-
trator, may award decorations and
medals of appropriate design for indi-
vidual acts or service in the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine.

(a) Medals, awards. The Secretary
may award the Distinguished Service
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal and
Gallant Ship Unit Citation Award, as
prescribed under sections 3 and 4 of
Pub. L. 100-324.

(b) Nominations. Nominations for
these awards shall be reviewed and sub-
mitted by the MARAD Merchant Ma-
rine Awards Committee to the Mari-
time Administrator for approval.

(¢) Inquiries. Direct all inquiries con-
cerning eligibility and procedures for
the issuance of these medals to Chair-
person, Merchant Marine Awards Com-
mittee, Office of Maritime Labor,
Training and Safety, Maritime Admin-
istration, U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, Washington, DC 20590.

§350.3 Other original recognition of
service.

Under the provision of Pub. L. 100-
324, the Administrator has the author-
ity to review original applications for
the following decorations:

(a) World War 11 Service.

(1) Merchant Marine Emblem, awarded
to merchant seamen for service during
World War Il from the period December
7, 1941 to July 25, 1947,

(2) Victory Medal, awarded to mer-
chant seamen who served as members
of the crews of ships for 30 days or
more during the period December 7,
1941 to September 3, 1945;

(3) Honorable Service Button, awarded
to merchant seamen who served as
members of the crews of ships for 30
days or more during the period Decem-
ber 7, 1941 to September 3, 1945;

(4) Mariner’s Medal, awarded to mer-
chant seamen who, while serving on a
ship from December 7, 1941 to July 25,
1947, were wounded or suffered physical
injury as a result of an act of an enemy
of the United States;

(5) Merchant Marine Combat Bar,
awarded to merchant seamen who
served on a ship which, at the time of
such service, was attacked or damaged
by an instrumentality of war, from De-
cember 7, 1941 to July 25, 1947. A star is
attached if the seaman was forced to
abandon ship. For each additional
abandonment, a star is added;

(6) Merchant Marine Defense Bar and
Medal, awarded to merchant seamen
who served on merchant vessels be-
tween September 8, 1939 to December 7,
1941;

(7) Atlantic War Zone Bar and Medal,
awarded to merchant seamen who
served in the Atlantic War Zone, in-
cluding the North Atlantic, South At-
lantic, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean,
Barents Sea, and the Greenland Sea,
between December 7, 1941 and Novem-
ber 8, 1945;

(8) Mediterranean-Middle East War
Zone Bar and Medal, awarded to mer-
chant seamen who served in the zone
including the Mediterranean Sea, Red
Sea, Arabian Sea, and Indian Ocean
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§350.4

west of 80 degrees east longitude, be-
tween December 7, 1941 and November
8, 1945;

(9) Pacific War Zone Bar and Medal,
awarded to merchant seamen who
served in the Pacific War Zone, includ-
ing the North Pacific, South Pacific,
and the Indian Ocean east of 80 degrees
east longitude, during the period De-
cember 7, 1941 to March 2, 1946;

(10) Presidential Testimonial Letter,
signed by President Harry S Truman,
to all active merchant seamen who
sailed during World War 11;

(11) Philippine Defense Ribbon, award-
ed to merchant seamen who served as
members of crews of ships in Philippine
waters, for not less than 30 days, from
December 8, 1941 to June 15, 1942;

(12) Philippine Liberation Ribbon,
awarded to merchant seamen who
served as members of crews of ships in
Philippine Waters for not less than 30
days from October 17, 1944 to Sep-
tember 3, 1945;

(b) Korean Conflict Service. Korean
Service bar and medal for merchant
seamen who served in waters adjacent
to Korea during the Korean Conflict,
between June 30, 1950 and September
30, 1953.

(c) Service in the Vietnam Conflict.
Vietnam Service bar and medal award-
ed to merchant seamen who served in
waters adjacent to Vietnam between
July 4, 1965 and August 15, 1973.

(d) Operations DESERT SHIELD AND
DESERT STORM. The Merchant Marine
Expeditionary Award, authorized on
May 22, 1991, to those American mer-
chant seamen who directly partici-
pated from August 2, 1990 to December
31, 1991 in the war zone desighated by
Executive Order 12744 as ‘‘the Persian
Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of
Aden, and that portion of the Arabian
Sea that lies north of 10 degrees north
latitude and west of 68 degrees east
longitude.”

§350.4 Eligibility for awards.

(a) World War Il awards. Submission
of the original applications for World
War Il merchant marine service awards
to the Maritime Administration shall
include:

(1) A copy of seaman’s DD Form 214,
“Certificate of Release or Discharge
from Active Duty’ with continuation

46 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-03 Edition)

sheet, if provided. The DD Form 214 is
required to verify merchant marine
service on vessels during World War I1.
The application and instructions for
applying for this document may be ob-
tained from the Maritime Administra-
tion, Office of Maritime Labor, Train-
ing and Safety. If a ssaman was not eli-
gible for this discharge, the Maritime
Administration will accept official doc-
uments, including ships’ discharges;

(2) A summary of World War Il sail-
ing history to include—theater(s) of op-
eration and ports of discharge; and

(3) Book number or United States
Maritime Service (USMS) number and
World War Il home address.

(b) Korean and Vietnam Awards. Ap-
plicants for the Korean Service bar and
medal, Vietnam Service bar and medal
and the Merchant Marine Expedi-
tionary Award shall provide copies of
the ship(s) discharge(s) for the appro-
priate voyages. All awardees will be
given an appropriate certification card
or certificate for their awards.

(c) The information establishing eli-
gibility, along with a written request,
shall be directed to Office of Maritime
Labor, Training & Safety, Maritime
Administration, Washington, DC 20590,
Attention: Merchant Marine Awards.

(d) MARAD has entered into agree-
ments with vendors to supply the med-
als and decorations to eligible mari-
ners at cost. After reviewing applica-
tions, MARAD will instruct eligible
mariners to submit their orders for the
medals and decorations to the fol-
lowing vendors.

OWNCO Marketing, 1705 SW. Taylor Street,
Portland, OR 97205, (503) 226-3841

PIECES OF HISTORY, P.O. Box 4470, Cave
Creek, AZ 85331, (602) 488-1377, (602) 488-1316
(FAX)

THE QUARTERMASTER UNIFORM COM-
PANY, P.O. Box 829, 750 Long Beach Blvd.,
Long Beach, CA 90801-0829, 800-444-8643 Toll
Free 7:00 AM—7:00 PM

SHIP’S SERVICE STORE, United States
Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point,
NY 11024, (516) 773-5000 ext. 5229

VANGUARD MILITARY EQUIPMENT
CORP., 41-45 39th Street, Sunnyside, NY
11104, Toll Free 1-800-221-1264

VANGUARD INDUSTRIES WEST, 6155 Conte
Del Cedro, Carlsbad, CA 92009, Toll Free 1-
800-433-1334

PAST GLORY COMPANY, P.O. Box 4470, Al-
exandria, VA 22302, (703) 491-7544
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